Juvenile Offenders (Ireland) Bill. 


[AS AMENDED IN COMMITTEE.] 
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[AS AMENDED IN COMMITTEE] 

FOR 

The better Care and Reformation of Juvenile 
Offenders in Ireland. 


[Note . — The Clauses A. and B. were added in Committee.'] 


HERE AS it is expedient that the Establishment of Refer- Preamble, 

matory Schools in Ireland should be encouraged, and. 

made available for the better training of Juvenile Offenders : 

Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with 

5 the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 

Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority 

of the same, as follows : 

I. The following Words and Expressions in this Act shall have Interpre- 

the Meanings hereby assigned to them, unless there be something in 

10 the Subject or Context repugnant to such Construction ; that is 

to say, 

The Expression “ the Lord Lieutenant,” or “ the Lord Lieutenant 

of Ireland,” shall include any other Chief Governor or Governors 

of Ireland : 

15 The Word “ Court” shall include any Judge or the Divisional 
Magistrates of the Police District of Dublin Metropolis, or any 
Magistrate in any Corporate or Borough Town,, or any Justice 
or Justices at Petty Sessions. 

[BiU 133.] A 2 II. The 
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2 Juvenile Offenders [Ireland). 

II. The Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, upon Application made to him 
by the Directors or Managers of any Reformatory School or any 
House of Refuge for Juvenile Offenders, or any Industrial School or 
other similar Institution in Ireland, may direct One of the Inspectors 
General of Prisons in Ireland to examine and report to him upon 5 
its Condition and Regulations, and any such Institution as shall 
appear to the Satisfaction of the Lord Lieutenant, and shall be 
certified under his Hand to be useful and efficient for its Purpose, 
shall be held to be a Reformatory School under the Provisions 

of this Act: Provided always, that any of the Inspectors General 10 
of Prisons may visit from Time to Time any Reformatory School 
which shall have been so certified as aforesaid, and if upon the 
Report of any such Inspector the Lord Lieutenant shall think 
proper to withdraw his said Certificate, and shall notify such With- 
drawal under his Hand to the Directors or Managers of the said 15 
Institution, the same shall forthwith cease to be a Reformatory School 
within the Meaning of this Act. 

III. Whenever, after any Reformatory Schools have been established 
and certified as aforesaid, any Person under the Age of Pourteen 
Years shall be convicted of any Offence punishable by Law, either 20 
upon an Indictment or on Summary Conviction before any Court, 
then and in every such Case such Court may direct such Offender to 

be sent in the first instance, or at the Expiration of his Sentence, 
to such One of the said Reformatory Schools to be named in such 
Direction as may be under the Management of Persons of the 25 
same Religious Persuasion of the said Offender, or as the Parents 
or Guardians or near Relatives of such Offender may select, the 
Directors or Managers of which shall be willing to receive him, 
and to be there detained for a Period not less than Two Years 
and not exceeding Five Years, and such Offender shall be liable to 30 
be detained pursuant to such Direction, unless discharged or removed 
by the Lord Lieutenant as hereinafter mentioned : Provided always, 
that no Offender shall be so sent and detained as aforesaid unless the 
Sentence passed as a Punishment for his Offence shall be One of 
Imprisonment for Fourteen Days at the least. 35 

IV. Where in any City, Town, or Place there has been erected 
under any Act of Parliament or otherwise any House of Refuge for 
Juvenile Offenders, or any Industrial School or other similar Institu- 
tion, it shall be lawful for the Directors or Managers thereof to 
receive' and maintain therein, if willing so to do, all such young 40 
Persons as may be sent thereto under the Provisons of this Act, and to 
apply such Portion of the Funds under their Control as they may 
think proper for their Training, Maintenance, and Disposal. 

V. The 
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V. The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, upon the 
Representation of the Lord Lieutenant, may defray out of any Funds 
which shall be provided by Parliament for that Purpose either the 
whole Cost of the Care and Maintenance of any Juvenile Offender so 
5 detained in any Reformatory School as aforesaid at such Rate per 
Head as shall be determined by them, or such Portion of such Cost 
as shall not have been recovered from the Parents or Step-parents of 
such Child as herein-after provided, or such other Portion as shall 
be recommended by the Lord Lieutenant. 

10 VI. And whereas it is expedient that some Provision should be 
made for the Punishment of any Juvenile Offender so directed to be 
detained as aforesaid in any such Reformatory School who shall 
abscond therefrom, or wilfully neglect or refuse to abide by and con- 
form to the Rules thereof : Therefore, any Justice of the Peace acting 
15 in and for the District or Place wherein the said Offender shall 
actually be at the Time he shall so abscond, or neglect or refuse as 
aforesaid, upon the Proof thereof made before him upon the Oath of 
One credible Witness, by Warrant under his Hand may commit the 
Party so offending for every such Offence to any Gaol or House of 
20 Correction for such District or Place., with or without Hard Labour, 
for any Period not exceeding Three Calendar Months. 

VII. In every Case in which any Juvenile Offender shall be de- 
tained in a Reformatory School under this Act, the Parent or Step- 
parent, if of sufficient Ability, shall be liable to contribute to his 
25 Support and Maintenance a Sum not exceeding Five S hil lings a 
Week ; and it shall be lawful for any Two Justices, upon the Com- 
plaint of any Person authorized by the Lord Lieutenant to take 
Proceedings in that Behalf, to summon the Parent or Step-parent, as 
the Case may be, and examine into his or her Ability, and (if on Con- 
30 sideration of all the Circumstances of the Case they think fit) to 
make an Order upon him or her for such weekly Payment, not 
exceeding Five Shillings per Week, as they shall think reasonable, 
during the whole or any Part of the Detention of such Juvenile 
Offender in such Reformatory School, such Payment to be made at 
35 such Times as by such Order may be directed, to the Person so 
authorized to take Proceedings as aforesaid, or to such Person as the 
Lord Lieutenant may from Time to Time appoint to receive the 
same, and by him to be accounted for and paid as the Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury may direct. 

40 VIII. In case Default be made for the Space of Fourteen Days in 
Payment of any Sum of Money which may have become payable by 
such Parent or Step-parent under such Order, such Sum of Money 
[133.] A 3 shall 
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shall in every such Case be levied upon the Goods and Chattels of the 
Defendant by Distress and .Sale thereof ; and if it shall appear to the 
said Justices, on Confession of Defendants or otherwise, or if it shall 
be returned to the Warrant of Distress in any such Case, that no suffi- 
cient Goods of the Party against whom such Warrant shall have been 
issued can be found, it shall be lawful for the Justice to whom such 
Return is made, or for any other Justice of the Peace for the same 
County, City, District, Borough, or Place, by his Warrant as aforesaid, 
to commit the Defendant to the House of Correction or Common 
Gaol for any Term not exceeding Ten Days, unless the Sum to be 
paid and all Costs and Charges of the Distress and of the Commit- 
ment and conveying of the Defendant to Prison, the Amount thereof 
being ascertained and stated' in . such Commitment, shall be sooner 
paid. 

Juvenile Of- . XX. The Lord Lieutenant may at any Time order any such 
bTr^moTCcf Juvenile Offender to be discharged from such Reformatory School, 

from, one or may remove any such Juvenile Offender from one Reformatory 

School to another': Provided always, that such Removal shall not 

another;' increase the Period for which such Offender was sentenced to 

remain in a Reformatory School. 

Title of Act. X. This Act shall be cited for every Purpose as “ Juvenile 
Offenders (Ireland) Act, 1856.” 

• Act to apply XI. This Act shall apply to Ireland only, 
to Ireland J J 

only. 
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Ordered , by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
19 May 18.56. 
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